Introduction
The great majority of species in the ubiquitous scarab genus Onthophagus Latreille, 1802 have a complete, well-defined ridge along the base of their pygidium, separating the more or less convex, semielliptic pygidial surface from the propygidium above it. The number of exceptions, i.e. the number of species lacking a ridge along their pygidial base, seems disproportionately high on the Indonesian island of Sulawesi compared to adjacent regions (roughly one in five of the Sulawesi species currently known to us). In this paper we describe eight new Sulawesi species with a minimal or completely absent ridge on their pygidial base, and review them along with seven previously named congeners with the same condition. All 15 species are here illustrated for the first time. They are allocated to four operational groups in Onthophagus, which are defined in the first section of the key below, before getting to the keys to the species. Previously the named Sulawesi species in these groups, as well as others in adjacent regions, were loosely classified, Boucomont (1914) and Balthasar (1963) spreading them over different sections of their keys, and in at least three cases missing the absence of the pygidial ridge. The species certainly do not constitute a single natural group; in phylogenetic terms, the absence of the basal ridge, even within this limited island fauna, does not represent a synapomorphy. The present joint treatment and grouping of the Sulawesi Onthophagus with this condition serves practical identification purposes, and nothing else. The overall diversity of the included species suggests a further subdivision, but the creation of additional groups seems useless in the present practical context, and the synoptic table of characters below ( 
